SAMPLE LETTERS

Date] 

[Name]
[Address]

Dear [Name],

On September 25th, I will be participating in a very special event to help fight the battle against Breast Cancer.   It’s the 2010 Support Strokes Paddling Fundraiser.   

I will be paddling around Alameda Island (yes that’s 15.5 miles!) to help raise funds for some very worthy local charities. The proceeds from the event support one or more of 4 local organizations that provide much needed Breast Cancer support services: 
· Breast Cancer Action

· Charlotte Maxwell Complimentary Clinic

· Women’s Cancer Resource Center
· Breast Cancer Fund

I am taking on this challenge for a number of reasons. First, and foremost, is that the specter of breast cancer unfortunately affects almost everyone and every family in some way.  And its not just women, many men are victims of this horrible disease.
The paddle’s beneficiaries are exemplary Breast Cancer service organizations that provide a host of education, outreach, and support services. I invite you to find out more about each of these organizations.  They have been picked based on the good they do in our community and for their constituents.  Please visit our site at the link below to access information about them.

Support Strokes was created by California Canoe & Kayak in memory of a dear friend who lost her battle with cancer and has been a grass roots effort since its start 10 years ago.  It is different in that it is committed to returning 100% of the pledges I raise to the beneficiaries. 

Now that I have mentioned the pledge part, I should tell you that to participate in the paddle, I have agreed to raise $600 in pledges, and I need your help. Would you please make a pledge by either clicking on the web site to donate online, or by writing a check to one of the organizations above and sending it to me?  We will log it and ensure that it gets safely to that group.
During the last 9 years, determined and dedicated paddlers have made it possible for Support Strokes to raise over $227,000 to fight breast cancer.  Be sure it will take a lot more than that to wipe this horrible disease from our lives.
If you would like to know more about Support Strokes itself, there is an informative web site at http://www.calkayak.com/supportstrokes/.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Appreciatively,
[Signature]

[Date] 

[Name]
[Address]

Dear [Name],

It is time we stop the loss of mothers, sisters, daughters, wives, friends and even many men, from breast cancer so I have decided to do something about it. On September 25th, I will be kayaking in the 2010 Support Strokes event. I will be paddling in recognition of my friend or family member [name here] who has been fighting this disease for [number] years and for all of the people battling this disease and the thousands of those who will be newly diagnosed this year. Can I count on your support?

The money raised will go directly to support local Bay Area organizations that have been instrumental in helping women of all classes and creeds deal with this horrible disease.
Money raised will go directly to the organization.  Due to the generosity of our sponsors and volunteers, 100% of the money raised goes to these programs.
If you could help with a donation of [number] I would really appreciate it. Your contribution will help make a difference in the fight against breast cancer.  Please write a check to one of these organizations:

· Breast Cancer Action

· Charlotte Maxwell Complimentary Clinic

· Women’s Cancer Resource Center

· Breast Cancer Fund

You can either log onto our website at http://www.calkayak.com/supportstrokes/ and donate online or you can send the check to me and I will log it for my campaign and ensure that it gets to it’s intended organization.

As I paddle in the Support Strokes Paddling Fundraiser - Making Waves to Fight Cancer, it will be with the special knowledge that you have shared in my commitment to help find a cure so that friends and family do not have to die from this disease.

Best,

[Date] 

[Name]
[Address]

Dear [Name],

It’s that time again – for the 2010 Support Strokes Paddle.  I’m doing it again and asking you to contribute for this really worthy cause.  There are currently more than 2 million women and men in this country who are living with breast cancer, and it is estimated that 212,000 more will be diagnosed this year.   We can make a difference!  

This year we are again supporting several special local Bay Area institutions: 
· Breast Cancer Action

· Charlotte Maxwell Complimentary Clinic

· Women’s Cancer Resource Center

· Breast Cancer Fund

Due to the generosity of our sponsors and volunteers 100% of the money raised goes to these programs to help women of all classes and creeds deal with this horrible disease.
If you could help with a donation of [number], I would really appreciate it. Your contribution will help make a difference in the fight against breast cancer.  Please be generous to support one of these organizations:

You can either log onto our web site at http://www.calkayak.com/supportstrokes/ for more information and to donate directly or send the check to me and I will log it for my campaign and ensure that it gets to its intended organization.

As I paddle in the Support Strokes Paddling Fundraiser - Making Waves to Fight Cancer, it will be with the special knowledge that you have shared in my commitment to help find a cure so that more family members and friends do not have to die from this disease.

Best,

